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If a soul gives itself to God sincerely
	If a soul gives itself to God sincerely, he works on it. And love and suffering are the raw materials of his divine game – suffering to dig abysses in the soul, love to soothe the suffering and still more love that fills the soul, giving it the equilibrium of peace.
The soul realizes that it is under the powerful hand of God and waits in silent suspense as it watches, despite its tears, the work of the Beloved.
But at times God works the soul to such a point that it is ground down in agonies sharper than death. It no longer feels the help or spiritual support of anyone. For it the whole earth has become an endless desert.
	Then the new miracle is born: a boundless trust, a desperate confidence in God who, to prepare it for heaven, permits its sufferings and its nights. And between God and the soul begins a new dialogue, one known only to them. The soul says, “Lord, you see how I am surrounded by the shadows of death. You are aware of the extreme uncertainty of my spirit, and you know that no one seems able to calm me. You take care of me. I trust in you. And while waiting to come to Life, I’ll work for you, in the interests of heaven.”
	The soul is like the bloom of a flower which has opened itself to the love of God and which, detached from its stem, rises in the sun, always closer to its light and its heat. Until, in the hour that God has established, the two merge and it is no longer uncertain, no longer alone, but peaceful now forever in the infinite sea of peace which is God.
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