EXTRACTS FROM THE ENCYCLICAL FRATELLI TUTTI BY POPE FRANCIS,
TAKEN FROM THE FOURTH CHAPTER ON THE THEME OF MIGRATION

If the conviction that all human beings are brothers and sisters is not to remain an
abstract idea but to find concrete embodiment, then numerous related issues
emerge, forcing us to see things in a new light and to develop new responses.
Complex challenges arise when our neighbour happens to be an immigrant.

Ideally, unnecessary migration ought to be avoided,; this entails creating in countries of
origin the conditions needed for a dignified life and integral development. Yet until
substantial progress is made in achieving this goal, we are obliged to respect the right

of all individuals to find a place that meets their basic needs and those of their families,
and where they can find personal fulfilment. Our response to the arrival of migrating
persons can be summarized by four words: welcome, protect, promote and integrate.
For “it is not a case of implementing welfare programmes from the top down, but rather
of undertaking a journey together, through these four actions, in order to build cities and
countries that, while preserving their respective cultural and religious identity, are open
to differences and know how to promote them in the spirit of human fraternity”.

The arrival of those who are different, coming from other ways of life and cultures, can
be a gift, for “the stories of migrants are always stories of an encounter between
individuals and between cultures. For the communities and societies to which they
come, migrants bring an opportunity for enrichment and the integral human
development of all”

For this reason, “| especially urge young people not to play into the hands of those who
would set them against other young people, newly arrived in their countries, and who
would encourage them to view the latter as a threat, and not possessed of the same
inalienable dignity as every other human being”.

Indeed, when we open our hearts to those who are different, this enables them, while
continuing to be themselves, to develop in new ways. The different cultures that have
flourished over the centuries need to be preserved, lest our world be impoverished. At the
same time, those cultures should be encouraged to be open to new experiences through
their encounter with other realities, for the risk of succumbing to cultural sclerosis is

always present. That is why “we need to communicate with each other, to discover the



gifts of each person, to promote that which unites us, and to regard our differences as
an opportunity to grow in mutual respect.

The West can discover in the East remedies for those spiritual and religious maladies
that are caused by a prevailing materialism. And the East can find in the West many
elements that can help free it from weakness, division, conflict and scientific, technical
and cultural decline.

A country that moves forward while remaining solidly grounded in its original cultural
substratum is a treasure for the whole of humanity.

We need to develop the awareness that nowadays we are either all saved together or
no one is saved.

Poverty, decadence and suffering in one part of the earth are a silent breeding ground
for problems that will end up affecting the entire planet.

The solution is not an openness that spurns its own richness. | cannot truly encounter
another unless | stand on firm foundations, for it is on the basis of these that | can accept
the gift the other brings and in turn offer an authentic gift of my own.

In fact, a healthy openness never threatens one’s own identity. A living culture, enriched
by elements from other places, does not import a mere carbon copy of those new
elements, but integrates them in its own unique way. The result is a new synthesis that
is ultimately beneficial to all, since the original culture itself ends up being nourished.
That is why | have urged indigenous peoples to cherish their roots and their ancestral
cultures. At the same time, though, | have wanted to stress that | have no intention of
proposing “a completely enclosed, a-historic, static ‘indigenism’ that would reject any
kind of blending”. For “our own cultural identity is strengthened and enriched as a result
of dialogue with those unlike ourselves.

The world grows and is filled with new beauty, thanks to the successive syntheses
produced between cultures that are open and free of any form of cultural imposition.

To see things in this way brings the joyful realization that no one people, culture or
individual can achieve everything on its own: to attain fulfilment in life we need others. An
awareness of our own limitations and incompleteness, far from being a threat, becomes
the key to envisaging and pursuing a common project. For “Man Is a limited being who Is

himself limitless”.



