
TEXT OF THE VIDEO "EXTRACTS OF THE ENCYCLIC FRATELLI TUTTI"  
 

12 (...) As society becomes ever more globalized, it makes us neighbours, but does not make us 
brothers  
 

31 (...) Technology is constantly advancing, yet “how wonderful it would be if the growth of 
scientific and technological innovation could come with more equality and social inclusion. How 
wonderful would it be, even as we discover faraway planets, to rediscover the needs of the 
brothers and sisters who orbit around us”  
 
35 (...) Once this health crisis passes, our worst response would be to plunge even more deeply 
into feverish consumerism and new forms of egotistic self-preservation. God willing, after all this, 
we will think no longer in terms of “them” and “those”, but only “us”. If only this may prove not to be 
just another tragedy of history from which we learned nothing. If only we might keep in mind all 
those elderly persons who died for lack of respirators, partly as a result of the dismantling, year 
after year, of healthcare systems. If only this immense sorrow may not prove useless, but enable 
us to take a step forward towards a new style of life. If only we might rediscover once for all that 
we need one another, and that in this way our human family can experience a rebirth, with all its 
faces, all its hands and all its voices, beyond the walls that we have erected. 
 

77. (...) Today we have a great opportunity to express our innate sense of fraternity, to be Good 

Samaritans who bear the pain of other people’s troubles rather than fomenting greater hatred and 

resentment. Like the chance traveller in the parable, we need only have a pure and simple desire 

to be a people, a community, constant and tireless in the effort to include, integrate and lift up the 

fallen. We may often find ourselves succumbing to the mentality of the violent, the blindly 

ambitious, those who spread mistrust and lies. Others may continue to view politics or the 

economy as an arena for their own power plays. For our part, let us foster what is good and place 

ourselves at its service. 

 

78. We can start from below and, case by case, act at the most concrete and local levels, and then 

expand to the farthest reaches of our countries and our world, with the same care and concern 

that the Samaritan showed for each of the wounded man’s injuries. Let us seek out others and 

embrace the world as it is, without fear of pain or a sense of inadequacy, because there we will 

discover all the goodness that God has planted in human hearts. Difficulties that seem 
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overwhelming are opportunities for growth, not excuses for a glum resignation that can lead only 
 

to acquiescence. Yet let us not do this alone, as individuals. The Samaritan discovered an 
 

innkeeper who would care for the man; we too are called to unite as a family that is stronger than 
 

the sum of small individual members. For “the whole is greater than the part, but it is also greater 
 

than the sum of its parts”. Let us renounce the pettiness and resentment of useless in-fighting 
 

and constant confrontation. Let us stop feeling sorry for ourselves and acknowledge our crimes, 
 

our apathy, our lies. Reparation and reconciliation will give us new life and set us all free from 
fear. 
 

81. Jesus asks us to be present to those in need of help, regardless of whether or not they belong 

to our social group. In this case, the Samaritan became a neighbour to the wounded Judean. By 

approaching and making himself present, he crossed all cultural and historical barriers. Jesus 

concludes the parable by saying: “Go and do likewise”. In other words, he challenges us to put 

aside all differences and, in the face of suffering, to draw near to others with no questions asked. I 

should no longer say that I have neighbours to help, but that I must myself be a neighbour to 

others. 
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A Prayer to the Creator 
 

 

Lord, Father of our human family, 
 

you created all human beings equal in dignity: 
 

pour forth into our hearts a fraternal spirit 
 

and inspire in us a dream of renewed encounter, 
 

dialogue, justice and peace. 
 

Move us to create healthier societies 
 

and a more dignified world, 
 

a world without hunger, poverty, violence and war. 
 

 

May our hearts be open 
 

to all the peoples and nations of the earth. 
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May we recognize the goodness and beauty 
 

that you have sown in each of us, 
 

and thus forge bonds of unity, common projects, 

and shared dreams. Amen. 

 

An Ecumenical Christian Prayer 
 

 

O God, Trinity of love, 
 

from the profound communion of your divine life, 

pour out upon us a torrent of fraternal love. 

Grant us the love reflected in the actions of Jesus, in 

his family of Nazareth, 

and in the early Christian community. 
 

 

Grant that we Christians may live the Gospel, 
 

discovering Christ in each human being, 
 

recognizing him crucified 
 

in the sufferings of the abandoned 
 

and forgotten of our world, 
 

and risen in each brother or sister 
 

who makes a new start. 
 

 

Come, Holy Spirit, show us your beauty, 
 

reflected in all the peoples of the earth, 
 

so that we may discover anew 
 

that all are important and all are necessary, 
 

different faces of the one humanity 
 

that God so loves. Amen. 
 

 


